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KIMBERWOOD
SHETLANDS

Ancient breed of sheep thrives with modern methods

By Melissa Gilman

"y heep have been giving birth
. thesame way since time began.
" But artificially inseminating
.+ those sheep and blogging about
The birth of lambs are hallmarks of a
modern life.

Eim Nikolai was a city girl who
found her place in the country. She was
raised in Minneapolis, but her parents
bought land in Spring Lake Township, a
rural area just outside Prior Lake.

The Nikolais purchased property
nearby. In 2001, Kim began raising
Shetland sheep on 10 acres of land
under the name Kimberwood Shetlands.

“This is more me,” Kim said,
referring to the rural lifestyle.

Dodging land mines deposited by
the 20 or so sheep she tends, Kim gave
a tour of her farm, which in a previous
life was a dairy operation.

Sheep are Kim's passion.

“I was happy just mowing the yard,”
sald husband Tom, who is originally
from :

Shetlands are a primitive breed of
sheep introduced to North America
from the Shetland Islands in the 1980s.
Purebreds are small and fine boned
with most rams weighing about 125
pounds and ewes about 100 pounds.
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The adults bellow rather than baa,
and the lambs stick close to their
mothers in the presence of strangers.
Some of the sheep even wag their tails
when pettad.

A professional shearer visited the
farm several weeks ago, relieving the
sheep of up to four pounds of fleece
apiece. Several of the shorn ewes were
noticeably pregnant.

The Shetlands Islands are a group
of about 100 islands located off the
north coast of Scotland. Due to tougher
standards governing the transportation
of animals across borders, Shetlands
are no longer allowed to be exported.
So, to maintain her flock’s purity, Kim
purchased imported Shetland semen
from Britain in 2005.

As a result of natural and artificial
insemination, 17 lambs have been born
50 far this season.

“I'm there in case there's a problem
[with the labor],” Kim said. “Thev're
wonderful moms and usually need very
little help.”

Interesting fact: Ewes that don'
have their own lambs will cccasionally
“steal” another ewe’s offspring, raising
it as her own.

Nikolai mixes old-fashioned hands-
on work like tending the flock and
spinning their fleece into varn, with
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This friendly ram is one of appreximately 20 Shetland Sheap on Kim Nikelai’s Kimberewood
Shetlands farm in Spring Lake Township just cutside of Prier Lake. Below, Leopold is one of this
springs new ram lambs.

modern technology, like using the
Internet to sell sheep, roving (processed
flecce), fleece and varn.

She also shares photos and stories
about her sheep on her blog, which is
called “Kimberwood Shetlands.”

Kim’s blog consists of links to
favorite sites about sheep and knitting,
brief journal entries about her sheep,
and numerous photos of her flock.

She's far more comfortable taking
photos of her livestock than she is
having her own photo taken. While
many people post photos of themselves
on a blog, a picture of a sheep takes
Kim's place.

“I just love talking about sheep,
reading about them and learning about
thern.” she said.

To see more photos of brand
new Kimberwood Shetlands visit

www.kimberwood.com/blogger.html.




